
Broughton Primary School 

Lower Foundation Phase News Letter 

Welcome back I hope you all enjoyed your Easter break and are feeling suitably refreshed and ready 

for the final term of this year.  

This year’s summer term is a particularly long one and there is lots to do before the end of the year. 

As the weather improves the children increasingly choose to work in the outdoor areas and it is im-

portant that they remember to wear sun cream, sun hats and bring water to school to help them 

keep cool when the weather (hopefully) gets really hot. 

During the second half of the term the children will be getting ready for sports days and I would 

encourage as many of you to come as possible. It is always a good day and a great opportunity to see 

the children enjoying taking part in healthy activities.  

This is a time of year when children are beginning to think about their next step and moving into 

their next class. We understand that this can sometimes make the children anxious, especially the 

very young children, but in the Foundation Phase we will be looking for as many opportunities as we 

can to let children spend time in their new departments in order to make the transition to next year 

as smooth as we can. If you are finding that your child is feeling particularly anxious about moving up 

then please don’t hesitate to contact you class teacher and we will do our best to reassure you.  

Thank you for your support and enjoy your summer term, Mr. Probert Assistant Head-teacher 

Reception 

Summer Planting 

This year we will be creating a ‘hanging 

bottle wall’ in the Reception Outdoor 

Area. Please can your child bring into 

school a small flowering plant e.g. pan-

sy, begonia for the week beginning April 

23rd. Each child will have a hanging 

bottle to plant their plant in and they 

will learn how to look after their plant 

The children will be responsible for 

watering their plant when learning in the 

outside area.  

Nursery & Reception Transition 

This term Nursery and Reception will 

take part in a ‘Move up Morning’ to help 

support the transition from Nursery to 

Reception and Reception to year 1. In 

addition to move up day the  Nursery 

children will also attend regular assem-

blies and experience playtimes on the 

Reception yard.  

Reception—Boomerang Book-bags 

Each week a group of children will be 

taking home boomerang books to share. 

The orange book-bag and books will 

need to be returned to school the fol-

lowing week, the magazine and number 

game are to keep and share at home. 

Warmer Weather 

As the weather begins to im-

prove, please can you send your 

child to school with a named sun 

hat, a water bottle for the class-

room (water only) and apply sun 

cream to your child before 

school.  

Many Thanks 

Reception – Parent Workshops 

Staff and children are enjoying 

the sessions and are looking for-

ward to welcoming more parents 

this term. Parent feedback has 

been extremely positive so far, 

Parents have enjoyed taking part 

in activities alongside their child.  

Important Dates 

 
Reception Class Assemblies 

Thursday May 3rd – Class 3 assembly 2:15pm 

Friday 11th May – Class 2 assembly 2:15pm 

Thursday 17th May – Class 1 assembly 2:15pm 

Nursery and Reception Sports Day—Friday July 6th 

Nursery Seedlings and Buds/ Reception Class 1  - 9:30am 

Nursery Saplings/Reception Class 2 and 3  - 1:15pm 
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How can you help? -  

Ideas for help with early writing—Nursery 

Start writing on a big scale – outdoors with a paintbrush or chalk. 

Check and encourage your child to grip the tool correctly – pincer grip 

Draw and copy patterns, try forming letters using the correct for-

mation. 

Reception 

Encourage spelling by sounding out the letters 

Let them free write, the children can tell you what it says. Marks and 

then letters have meaning! Make it meaningful e.g. a birthday card, a 

shopping list a map for a character adventure! Again have fun! Don’t 

make it a chore, make them love it! Try writing the high frequency 

words from the flashcard games 

Reading -  

Continue to develop a love of books, share stories with your child. Help 

them to recognize their name and initial letters in the environment. 

Continue to listen to your child read at home. Talk to your child about 

the story and sign the reading record book. Share stories and non 

Using the book ‘The Great Explorer’, embracing child led exploration and fun 

activities in both the indoor and outdoor learning environment we will be focus-

ing on: 

Mathematical Development 

This term the children will be mark making to represent numbers in play activi-

ties that can be interpreted and explained. We will be comparing and ordering 

numbers to at least 5. 

The children will be using the concept of 1 more/1 less  in their play 

We will be Comparing, sorting and ordering 2 objects in terms of capacity by 

direct observation. 

The children will use one to one correspondence by matching pairs of objects or 

pictures.  

 

Language, Literacy communication 

The children will be developing their listening and concentration and learning to 

ask and answer questions.  

Interpreting and adding details from pictures when looking at fiction and factual 

books 

The children will be picking up small objects with finger and thumb to encourage 

holding writing implements appropriately, using pincer grip. 

The children will be practising the formation of letters and numbers and recog-

nising initial letters, names and vocabulary in their environment. 

 

 

Social Development 

We will be learning to recognise what is fair and unfair and learning how to com-

promise. We will be looking at how actions can impact on feelings. 

The children will be exploring wellbeing and learning to be aware of their own 

and others wellbeing.  

 

Using the book ‘The Great Explorer’, embracing child led exploration and fun 

activities in both the indoor and outdoor learning environment we will be focusing 

on: 

Maths 

This term the children will be learning to count in 2’s and 10’s and will begin to read 

number words. We will be introducing estimating and how to make a sensible estimate 

of objects. The children  will be making direct comparisons when describing hot and 

cold, length, height and distance e.g. longer/shorter than. We will explore capacity and 

compare which container holds more or less. We will be using ordinal numbers in our 

daily activities. 

Language, Literacy and communication 

We will be recognising rhythm in spoken words and learning how to continue a rhyming 

string. The children will be showing an awareness of alliteration and rhyme. We will be 

looking closely at information texts and stories (non-fiction/fiction) and exploring the 

differences between them. We will be making meaning from features of texts e.g. 

illustrations, photographs, diagrams and charts. The children will be taking part in a 

variety of writing tasks using language associated with writing e.g. letter, word and 

sentence. We will be using familiar high frequency words when writing and making 

regular attempts to spell them and showing awareness of full stops. The children will 

be continuing with their phonics sessions and decoding skills.  

Social Development 

We will be concentrating for lengthening periods and becoming independent learners 

and thinkers. The children will develop awareness of what they are good at and how 

they can improve their work. 

We will be looking at the changes that happen to their bodies as they exercise 

and describe the changes to their breathing, heart rate, appearance and feel-

ings.   

We will be planting and growing fruit and vegetables. The children will be show-

ing awareness and responsibility for living things and the environment.  

 

Maths—How can you help? 

 

Comparing weight 

Ask your children to help sort a food cupboard out putting heav-

ier items on the lower shelf and lighter items on an upper shelf 

Measuring 

Are you taller than a ….? 

Marking height on a wall 

How many hands long is the sofa? How long is the table? Which 

is longer? 

Who has the biggest hands in the family? 

How many steps from the gate to the front door? 

Counting in 2’s 

Doing the washing , match the socks then count in 2’s.  Find 

four shoes that are different in sizes, can the put them in or-

der? 

Estimating 

Make estimates of groups of objects in the house . 


