
Pie Corbett
Story Telling



Listening to an Oral Telling of a Story
Before beginning to write their own instructions, the children spend time 
listening to and joining in with a model text (WAGOLL). In the Pie Corbett 
storytelling approach, oral storytelling is an important first step because it 
helps children hear the rhythm, structure, and language patterns of a 
well-constructed text before attempting to write independently.
As the story is retold, the children work together to create and perform 
actions to match different parts of the text. This approach actively engages 
learners and supports children of all confidence levels. Linking movement 
to language helps children internalise vocabulary, sentence structures, and 
the overall pattern of the text, making it easier for them to remember and 
retell the story independently.
Through listening, repeating, and using actions, children develop 
important speaking and listening skills, improve their memory and 
comprehension, build confidence in using language aloud, and gain a 
stronger understanding of how texts are organised. These experiences then 
support them in applying similar vocabulary, sentence patterns, and 
structures within their own writing.

 



Pie Corbett Story Mapping - Attributing Symbols
We  quickly move onto adding symbols to support 
the retelling of the story in the form of a story map.
By mapping the story visually the children can see 
the sequence of events laid out clearly helping 
them to understand the story structure (beginning, 
build up, problem, resolution & ending)

The children help to create a class story map which 
they then draw into their own books promoting 
recall and retelling of the story independently.



Oral Recital
Next the children practise the oral recital of the story using the 
story map and the actions. 

This helps to 

● embed the story in their memory 
● build the children’s confidence in retelling
● improve sentence fluency and rhythm
● practise ambitious vocabulary out loud
● support children with working memory difficulties
● build engagement and enjoyment!



Substitution - Choosing our own characters and settings.
The children create simple plan; in 
this case a circle map with sections for 
the variables in the learned WAGOLL 
story i.e ‘Gifts’, ‘Setting’, ‘Characters’ 
and ‘Main Character’. The children are 
encouraged to draw on any previous 
knowledge (In this case Roman 
landmarks and animals which they 
had researched) to fill in the circle 
map. 

The children can add in adjectives to 
describe the characters and settings.



Features of a Story - Speech Marks
We wanted the children to use 
speech marks in their stories so this 
was taught as a stand alone lesson. 
The children learned how to use 
speech marks in simple sentences 
before moving onto picking out 
speech in a paragraph using the 
clues they had learned and 
inputting the speech marks in the 
appropriate places.

This helps to prepare them for 
writing speech into their stories 
and also for the editing process 
when they do their final write up.



Using our plans to write a first draft
The children used their story maps and circle maps to help them write the 
first draft of their own story. They worked hard to include the different 
skills and ideas they have explored throughout the term.
Using story maps, actions and lots of oral retelling beforehand helped the 
children to remember key parts of the story structure and vocabulary. 
This gave them more confidence when writing and supported them in 
putting their ideas into full sentences.



Finished Story

The children used the first draft of 
their stories to check and improve 
their writing. They carefully read 
through their work to spot any 
spelling or punctuation mistakes 
and made sure their stories 
included the key features of story 
writing.
Once they were happy with their 
writing, the children added 
illustrations to bring their stories to 
life and complete their final piece.



Over to you!
First think of a traditional story you know really well e.g The Three 
Little Pigs, The Enormous Turnip, Goldilocks and the three bears, The 
Gingerbread Man

Next use the A3 paper to create a story map. You can use any 
symbols/pictures to represent parts of the story. 

Now think of some actions to represent the key parts of the story.

Finally any groups feeling confident :) can present their story map to 
the class. 


