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LLchenLng to an Oral Tellmg of a Slcory

Be];ore begmnm to write their own instructions, the children spend time
lis enm? to andfjj'ommg in with a model text (W/‘\GO[_I_} In the Pie Corbett

chorcheL tn appmach, oral sforyfe[lm is an important fLrch chep because it
he[[)s chtldg‘en hearthe rhy%hm, slcrucgure, and anguage paJcJtems ofa
[

well-constructed text before aHemchmg to write Lndependenﬂy.

As the slmry is retold, the children work together to create and perform
actions to match diﬁeren’c parts of the text. This approach acﬁve[y engages
learners and supports children of all confidence levels. Linking movement
to Langua e helps children internalise vocabu[ary, sentence structures, and
the mfemﬁ pajcjcem of the text, malamg it easier for them to remember and

retell the story independently.
Throu%h [Lchenmg, r‘epealcm%, and usmlg actions, children develop

impor ant spea/am and lis ening skills, improve their memory and
comprehension, build conﬁdence tn usmg [anguage a[oud, andy_qam a
s{ronger undersjcandmg of how texts are organised. These experiences then
suppoch them in app[gmg similar vocabu[ary, sentence paHems, and
structures within their own writing.




Pie Corbett Story Mapping - Attributing Symbols

We quic/ely move onto addmg symbols to supporf
the reJceHLng af the stry in the form of a chory map.
By mappmg the stor uLsuaHy he children can see
the sequence of even’?s laid out clearly hel Lng
them to understand the story structire ( Eegmnmg,
build up, prob[em, resoluﬁon% endmg)

The children help to create a class chary map which
Hwy then draw inte their own books promoﬁng
recall and reJceHLng ochhe sforg Lndependenﬂy.
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Oral Recital

Next the children pmcﬁse the oral recital of the sfary usmg the

charg map and the actions.
This helps to

embed the chory in their memaory

build the childrens conﬁdenc;e in reJceHLng

improve sentence ﬂuenc and rhglchm

pmcﬁse ambitious voca%u[arg out loud

sup ort children with Wor/aing memaory difﬁculﬁes

wild engagemenf and enjoymenf.’




Substitution, - Chm)smg our own characters and seJchLngs.
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The children create smele Lan; ln
this case a circle maf with sections for
e

the variables in the learned WAGOLL
slwry ie 'Oif s: 'SeHLng: Characters
and Main Character. The children are
encouraged to draw on any previous
knowledq e (/n this case Roman
landmarks and animals which Jchey

had researched) to ﬁl[ in the circle

map.

The children can add in adjecﬂves to

describe the characters and seHLngs.
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- JAuk g (M Wewanted the children to use
G \ne oopehes 1

T speech marks in their stories so this
' was taught as a stand alone lesson.
The chtl(jren learned how to use
speech marks in smele sentences
before mm/mg onto ch/emg out
speech in a pamgmph using the
clues Jcheg had learned andg
anuHLng the speech marks in the

appmpmajce places.
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The Roman boy walked along the stone road as the
sun began to set and said‘we must hurry if we want
to reach the fort toright®His friend pointed toward
the hill and said®[ can see the walls above the trees*
As they came closer, a soldier stepped forward and
saidStop and tell me your business® The boy held up a
small scroll and said“we bring a message from the
town” The soldier read the seal and said Fhis message
is important”He waved them through the gate and
said¥ou may enter before night fallsThe boys
smiled and said"thank you'ss they hurried inside the
fort.

This he[ps to prepare them for
WrLJang speech into their stories
and also for the editing process
when Jchey do their ﬁnaf write up.
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l/fsmg our plans to write a fLrch dmﬁ

The children used their chory maps and circle maps to help them write the
fLrch draﬁ of their own chorg. Theg worked hard to include the défferenlc
skills and ideas Jchey have exp[ored Jchmughoulc the term.

Usin sfory maps, actions and lots of oral relcellmg befarehand helped the
chi[dfrj“en to remember /aey parjcs of the story structure and uocabulary.
This gave them more cor;ﬁdence when WrL%Lng and su,pporlced them in

puHLng their ideas into full sentences.
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The children used the fLrch dmﬂ of

their stories to check and improve
their writing. They carefully read
through their work to spot an
speumg or punclcuaﬁon mLsJuaZes
and made sure their stories

included the /aey feafcures af story

WrLJang.

Once they were happg with their
WrLJang, he children added
illustrations to brmg their stories to

life and complelce their anal piece.
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First think of a traditional chary ou know really well e.q The Three
Little P igs, The Enormous Tumi,p, oldilocks and the three bears, The

Omgerbread Moan,

NBX][I use 'H’L@ A3 paper '15(7 C!"@CL'[Z@ a S'[,'Uf’y map. yULL can use CU’LH

symbo[s/piclcures to represenjc pachs of the chory.
Now think of some actions to represenJc the /eeg parjcs af the chorg.

FLnaHg any groups feelmg conﬁdenjc:) can presenJc their chary map to
the class.




